
Parish News
West Meon & Warnford February 2024 

Woodlands Web
Anyone who drives north up the A32, crosses the traffic lights and then turns left towards 

Alresford will find themselves in the ancient hamlet of Woodlands. Now a community of 35 
households with more than 100 residents, Woodlands is home to a Victorian model farm 
designed by architect George Crickmay (with whom Thomas Hardy practised, when he wasn’t 
writing novels), a schoolhouse, a chapel and a coaching inn and store. Most of the original 
buildings still stand, apart from numbers 3 to 10 of the original 16 Woodlands cottages.

Woodlands lies within the Northbrook Farms estate, and the fields, mature trees and 
hedgerows, verges, thickets, coppices, ponds, gardens and disused chalk pits collectively offer 
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Hazel Town: 01730 829584

West Meon Village Hall

For information and bookings, contact

Fully Equipped Kitchen Large Car Park
Tables, Chairs etc. can be hired out

Party and non-Parish rates on application

•

Hourly rates for Parish residents:
MAIN HALL £13.00 • SMALL HALL £9.00

westmeonvillagehall hotmail.co.uk@
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a rich variety of habitats for flora and fauna. 
In spite of this, Woodlands, in common with national trends, has suffered biodiversity loss, 

with significant decline noted in the incidence of some species. Of particular concern to residents 
have been the decline in numbers of hedgehogs, swallows, swifts, house martins, cuckoos, bee, 
butterfly and moth species, amphibians and plants such as cowslip. As elsewhere in Hampshire, 
local beekeepers have struggled to keep their bees alive over the winter and all those who regularly 
walk the lanes are concerned by the way bracken is spreading along the verges at the expense 
of the smaller species which are more typical of chalk habitats. The likely causes of this loss are 
not unfamiliar and reflect the national conversation around such issues; climate change, habitat 
loss, herbicide/pesticide use and increases in road traffic numbers, unaware driver behaviour 
and speed along Woodlands’ lanes have most likely all played their part.

As a result of their concerns, Woodlands’ residents have joined together to address these 
issues and have established a ‘constituted community conservation group’ known as Woodlands 
WEB. The aims of the group focus on bringing the community together to enrich habitats 
and connectivity between them for wildlife, thereby enhancing the biodiversity and stability 
of this local ecosystem.

Initial efforts focused on bringing the community together and included the distribution 
of a colourful leaflet explaining the aims of the group, accompanied by a gift of wildflower 
seed donated by the Parish Pollinator Pledge project. Planting wildflower seed, especially for 
plants attractive to pollinators, has had encouraging results in terms of insect numbers in the 
short term. Next steps will involve surveying the abundance of flora and fauna already present 
in the area with particular focus on the ‘notable species’ identified by Hampshire Biodiversity 
Information Centre. These are species that data suggests are in significant decline in Hampshire.  
All survey data will go into the Hampshire Living Record and will establish a baseline against 
which all future surveys can be measured – hopefully demonstrating uplift in numbers, though 
we are told that simply maintaining 2024 figures over time will be seen as success.

As part of this process, Hampshire Bat Group surveyed our 2023 bat population using 
Audiomoth detectors. Seven species were found to be present, including the globally rare 
Barbastelle. This was exciting news and means that it will be easier to focus on improving 
habitats for roosting, breeding and hibernating. Many residents have also been concerned 
about the decline in hedgehog numbers and so increasing connectivity between gardens and 
the provision of hedgehog ‘homes’ as well as signage notifying drivers of the risk of hedgehogs 
in the road are all ongoing projects.

Woodlands’ verges and banks sustain at least 8 species of plant indicative of quality habitat 
but have become eroded and degraded by traffic over recent years. Woodlands residents aim 
to restore these by improving wildflower coverage, protecting vulnerable tree roots, enhancing 
food source availability for pollinators, improving access to food and habitat for our resident 
field voles, harvest mice, weasels and hedgehogs and creating a safe refuge for wildlife and 
pedestrians from drivers. Our local South Downs National Park ranger has offered some advice 
on how best to do this.

Since the 1990s, ponds in protected landscapes such as the South Downs National Park 
have lost 25% of their specialist plant species which then has a knock on effect on the animals 
dependent on those plants. The Woodlands’ pond is at least 150 years old and we believe it is 
one of a number of storm water retention ponds built along this western stretch of downland, 
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MacDonald Oates   LLP   SOLICITORS 

Leading Client Service 
Residential Property 
Family Law 
Mediation Services 
Wills, Probate & Trusts 
Litigation & Dispute Resolution 
Employment Law 
Company & Commercial 
Commercial Property 

Petersfield Office 
Tel: 01730 268211   |   Fax: 01730 261232 
www.macdonaldoates.co.uk 

WEST
MEON 
YOGA  

PHYSIO LED YOGA SESSIONS
Friendly, relaxed & inspiring.  

Suitable for complete beginners, people  
with injuries & more experienced students. 

Classes incorporate –   
fitness • strength • flexibility  

mindfulness • stress relief

Private sessions and sports massages available

 

   yoga@molliemorris.com  molliemorris.com

Wednesdays
6.30 – 7.45pm
Fridays
9.00 – 10.00am  
West Meon Village Hall
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***SAVE THE DATE***WEST MEON VILLAGE FETE***SATURDAY 8TH JUNE***

For many years the annual fete has been organised and run solely in aid of our church. We 
have decided that, going forward, we will run it as a Village Fete with other village organisations 
also receiving a share of the profits.

We hope that, as a community event, as many villagers as possible will get involved on the 
day. We have made a brilliant start by having a great organising team and they will be calling 
for volunteers to fill all the different roles that make our annual fete so special. Please respond!

If you have any thoughts, suggestions or feedback from previous years then please let us 
know. Contact Susan Berry 829014 or susanclareberry@gmail.com.                     Susan Berry

assisting in flood prevention further down in the base of the valley where the A272 makes 
its way. South Downs National Park (SDNP) has offered support and is currently exploring 
commissioning a pond consultant to help us understand the current value of the pond and 
what can be done to enhance it.

Woodlands is home to a number of small thickets and copses which function as havens and 
stepping stones across the landscape for wildlife. Our enthusiastic and committed members 
hope to make improved provision for bats, our notable red and amber list bird species (little 
owl, mistle thrush, spotted flycatcher), dormice, hedgehog and harvest mouse, drawing on 
the expertise of Hampshire Bat Group, Hampshire Dormouse Group and Hampshire and 
IOW Wildlife Trust. Community nest box building workshops are planned for these birds 
and mammals. We intend to monitor the presence of various species with mammal footprint 
tunnels and trail cameras, with the aim of inspiring Woodlands’ children and young people 
with a fascination and wish to care for the natural world.

Woodlands is linked to West Meon village by the ‘parish path’. Through volunteers assisting 
Northbrook Farms with enriched parish path margin management, comprising wildflower 
planting (supported by the Parish Pollinator Pledge) and bee banks, we hope we may be able to  
improve habitat and food sources for pollinators along much of its length, making the parish 
path a joy to amble along on its route south towards Shutts Copse and West Meon, whilst at 
the same time creating a pollinator highway.

Whilst all of this will take time and energy, we know that the determination of our community 
to make a difference is equal to the task! Moreover, we intend to have fun (and eat plenty of 
cake) as we pull together on the various projects – truly appreciating our beautiful surroundings 
at the north end of West Meon parish.                                Hilary Otter and Hilary Hickmore
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Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or 

stephen@residenceinteriordesign.com

The Old Stables  West Meon  GU32 1LU
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

Architectural Interior Design  |  Furnishings
Listed Buildings  |  Remodelling

Refurbishment  |  New Developments

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT ING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete

rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers

and accessible kitchens.
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Rainfall December to January
December 2023 ended with 134.9mms 

(5.31”) giving us a total for the year of 
1249.9mms (49.2”). This was the third 
highest yearly rainfall since we started 
recording in 1974. I thought that you might 
like to see an interesting comparison of the 
wettest, driest, 50 year average and last year’s 
rainfall as below.

January so far has given 61mms of which 
33mms fell on the 4th. On this day the 
Environment Agency issued a flood warning 
for the river Meon between East Meon and 
Mislingford. But we have had 11 days without 
rain and on the 16th and 17th January we 
recorded a minimum temperature of -8C.

Peter Short

 

 Wettest Driest  50 yr   
2023 2014 2005 Average  

139.5 305.1 60.1 102  

8.3 187.8 21.9 78  

158.6 58.4 42.6 71  

83.1 118.1 47.5 57  

47.6 72.2 36.2 57  

26 48.9 56.6 62  

135 44.5 88.9 61  

88.8 107.5 62.7 67  

66.1 6.4 48.5 74  

210.8 143.6 147.1 109  

151.6 207.6 72.8 110  

134.9 64.1 87.6 110  

1250.3 1364.2 772.5 960   

49.1 53.5 30.4        37.2 

    
 

Cricket fixtures
West Meon and Warnford Cricket Club 

are looking for new players for the upcoming 
season.

We play matches on Sunday afternoons 
and we only play friendly matches so ability 
is most definitely not a requirement. Our 
players range from 16 to very late 70s so no 
one is too old.

We are running some winter nets at 
Dummer Cricket Centre on Monday 11th 
and 18th March from 7-8pm if you would 
like to come and have a go.

If you would like to join a friendly bunch 
who enjoy their cricket and also enjoy 
socialising after the game then please contact 
Stuart on stuiesmith119@yahoo.com or 
07803 807428.

14th April - Stansted Park (a) 1pm
21st April - Steep (a) 1pm
28th April  - Grayswood a) 1pm

5th May - GOBS (a) 2pm
12th May  - Swanmore (a) 2pm

19th May  - Racqueteers (h) 2pm
26th May - Shirrel Heath (h) 2pm

2nd June - Temple Sheen (h) 2pm
9th June - Lavant (h) 2pm
16th June - Milburys (a) 2pm
23rd June - Bishops Waltham (a) 2pm
30th June - Robins  (h) 2pm

7th July - Rowledge (a) 2pm
14th July -  Steep (h) 2pm
21st July - Tichborne Park (a) 1pm
28th July - CYPOS (h) 2pm

4th Aug - Rowledge (h) 2pm
11th Aug - Milburys (h) 2pm
18th Aug - West Chiltington and 

Thackenham (a) 2pm
25th Aug - Broken Wanderers (h) 2pm

1st Sept - Wimborne (h) 130pm
7th Sept - Fernhurst (a) 1pm
15th Sept - Newport Inn (a) 1pm
22nd Sept - Boxgrove (a) 1pm

Stuart Smith and Mary Edwards
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The Exploits of Three Remarkable 
Victorian Steam Yachts

An illustrated lecture by 

Kit Power 
in the Meon Hall, Meonstoke, SO32 3NP  

Thursday, 21st  March 2024  6.00 for 6.45pm  
Tickets £12.50  (includes charity donation and a drink) 

Some very wealthy late Victorians built themselves huge, lavish steam yachts, usually 
purely for pleasure cruising around Europe and the Mediterranean.  But a few undertook 
much more serious voyages sometimes involving considerable danger, and Kit will describe 
three of these, each one a voyage with a very different purpose. 

Tickets from: Meonstoke Post Office and Stores  and  West Meon Village Shop      
Or email:  steamyachtslecture@gmail.com  for an application form.  Or send a cheque (SAE 
appreciated) to Lecture, Blackbee House, Warnford, SO32 3LE  and tickets will be posted. 

In aid of Winchester & District Young Carers (Charity no 1155854) 
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W.I. Report
On Monday 8th January we had our 2024 Resolutions Meeting, the subjects of which we 

discussed at length and then voted individually upon, followed by a delicious lunch prepared 
and served to us by the Committee. We had to choose between the following subjects, which 
was hard to do as they were all very worthwhile:

• Chronic shortage of NHS Dentists
• Impacts of poor housing conditions
• Say ‘No’ to gambling advertising
• Improving outcomes for women in the Criminal Justice System
The votes from the West Meon W.I. Members will be collated and forwarded to Regional 

Office, and eventually one item will become the W.I. campaign subject for 2024.
Our speaker for the afternoon was Dr Sam Kelly, who is an ecologist and she gave us her 

views of the current state of the natural world, and whether we can save it, which did not 
always make for comfortable listening!  With the aid of beautiful photographs she gave us a talk 
which was very thought provoking and she said that climate change was the biggest threat that 
modern humans have faced. Sea levels are a major issue, and the poorest people in the world are 
going to be the ones to suffer most. The UK is losing biodiversity at an alarming rate and it is 
the young people who are going to feel the effect. Sam then gave us some brilliant examples of 
what we can do, even at a small level, to ‘do our bit’ for the community to help stem the tide. 
We also need to spend more time in nature, inspire others to do more, read beautiful poetry, 
listen to beautiful music, notice beauty everywhere and be kind and generous to others.  What 
good thoughts, at the beginning of a new year!

 Our next meeting is on Monday 12th February at 1.45pm at West Meon Village Hall 
when our speaker, John Richards, will be talking on “The German Occupation of Guernsey”.

John is an excellent speaker, so we know we are in for a treat.
Do come along and join us!                                                                          Sue Kinlochan

A luftwaffe officer speaking to a British policeman in St. Helier: Forces Net
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Is it a waxwing winter?
The waxwing is an undeniably beautiful bird. It’s a touch smaller than a starling, with a 

pleasingly plump body. Its silky feathers are soft hues of grey, brown and apricot, with some 
stylish accessories. There’s a bright yellow band across the end of the tail, white and yellow 
dashes on the wings, and a black patch on the throat and above the beak, which sweeps back 
through the eye and up, like the perfect winged eyeliner.  

Waxwings are winter visitors, travelling here from Scandinavia when the food supply there 
runs low, typically residing here until early spring. Another big part of their appeal is that their 
arrival is never guaranteed. Some winters, we might only see a handful across the country. In 
others, there can be flocks of hundreds of birds. An influx like this is called an ‘irruption’. These 
years are known as ‘waxwing winters’ and they don’t come around very often. 

It all comes down to berries. Waxwings love them. Poor berry crops in Finland and Sweden 
have apparently pushed waxwings much further than usual this year, and with a berry bonanza 
reported across the country this autumn, Britain looks set to enjoy its biggest ‘Waxwing winter’ 
for at least a decade. 

In Hampshire, waxwings are not seen every year, they are a rare visitor. One of the largest 
irruptions in Hampshire was in the winter of 2010 when over 2,000 birds arrived.  However, 
when they do turn up, it might not be where you’d expect. 

One of the waxwing’s endearing quirks is that they regularly turn up in urban areas, 
particularly the car parks of supermarkets and shopping centres. These commercial areas are 
often planted with ornamental trees with aesthetically pleasing, berry-laden fruit trees – and 

Waxwing (c) Jon Hawkins, Surrey Hills Photography



Page 11

these always prove popular with hungry waxwings.  
But it seems not all berries are equal in the eyes of a waxwing. Red ones appear to be the 

most in-demand, including cotoneaster, viburnum, hawthorn and particularly rowan. As stocks 
of these are depleted, they’ll settle for orange or yellow berries, or white berries like mistletoe. 

Waxwings are chatty and their pleasant high-pitched trills, which they use to call to each 
other with, provide one of the best ways to help detect them. Fittingly for a winter visitor, the 
sound is often likened to soft, jingling sleigh bells.

Helen Skelton-Smith

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust is one of 46 Wildlife Trusts in Great Britain, 
all standing up for the natural world. Together they are the nation’s most active and influential 
nature conservation partnership, protecting wildlife in every part of the British Isles. Each 
Trust works within its local community to inspire people and bring about change. With the 
invaluable support of volunteers and members the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
manage over 60 nature reserves. They also work with other organisations and landowners to 
protect and connect wildlife sites across the county and inspire local communities and young 
people to care for wildlife where they live.

Managed nature reserves in our area include Chappetts Copse and Shutts Copse - both 
barely a mile from the centre of West Meon. 

Chappetts Copse is home to an impressive variety of rare plants and fungi including the 
narrow-leaved helleborine, bird’s-nest orchid, silver-washed fritillary and speckled wood 
butterflies and a healthy population of dormice nestled beneath ash and beech trees. Chappetts 
Copse was given to the Trust in 1981 by Edith Whitehead and can be found up Coombe Lane 
at OS Map reference SU 653 234.

Shutts Copse is a 
broadleaved woodland 
with ancient hazel 
coppice at Brockwood 
Bottom.  It was given 
to the Trust in the 
late 1980’s as a gift 
in the Will of the late 
Honourable  Miss 
Joane Dutton. The 
reserve is scattered 
wi th  mature  oak 
trees and during the 
spring it is carpeted 
with primroses and 
b l u e b e l l s .  Gr e a t 

spotted woodpeckers can be heard and occasionally seen with the coal tits, tawny owl and 
mistle thrush. There are also dormice here. You can find it off Polly Glover’s Lane at OS Map 
Reference SU637261.

Additional photo and text: A Annabel
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Services in the Upper Meon Benefice
Sunday 4th February

8am East Meon. Holy Communion.
10.30am East Meon. Benefice Service of the Word - All Age Worship.

4pm Warnford. Snowdrop Service.

Sunday 11th February 
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.
9am Langrish. Benefice Eucharist.

10.30am West Meon. Benefice Eucharist.

Sunday 18th February 
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.

9am Warnford. Benefice Holy Communion.
10.30am East Meon. Benefice Eucharist.

Wednesday 21st February
6.30pm East Meon. Licensing of Fr Tony Forrest to all our benefices.

Sunday 25th February
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.

10.30am Langrish. Benefice Eucharist.
10.30am West Meon. Benefice Eucharist.
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Generosity abounds in the Meon Valley
Christmas is all about giving and thanks to the support of the people who support us, we have 

been able to help many different people and organisations this year by spreading a little cheer. 
AGE CONCERN - working through the wonderful Wickham Village Agents, Hilary and 

Jane, we ensured 12 local households were remembered with a little Christmas box of essential 
goodies. One delighted lady said, ‘How wonderful someone is thinking about me’. 

HOME-START - work with families in the Meon Valley through their volunteers, no 
judgement just compassionate, confidential help and expert support. We were proud to be able 
to help 4 of those families with all the food they needed for Christmas - without Home-Start 
and your support, it wouldn’t have happened. 

MEON VALLEY FOOD BANK - are well known to many and provide essential support 
to families really struggling. In the run up to Christmas they helped over 270 people - we 
made a contribution of 60 tubs of Celebration Chocs just to brighten up Christmas a little 
for those families. 

Age Concern, Home-Start and Meon Valley Food Bank all provide essential support in our 
community and we are proud to support their work. We will also shortly be giving an update 
about the £2000 of support we also provided to Young Carers, Rowans, Friends of PICU 
(paediatric intensive care unit) from our Santa collections. 

Dates for your Diary
Sunday 28nd January - Fishing Festival 10.30am until 3 pm at Western Shore near Netley 

with booking in from 9am. The monies go to support the wonderful work at Rose Road 
Association Southampton. 

Saturday 13th July 2024 – Swanmore Fete - We had a record year again last year and we’re 
hoping to beat our own record this year.                                                               Carole Dash

Hampers for the foodbank: Meon Valley Lions
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Meon Valley Studio
Design, Planning, Architecture

& Land Management

landmark-design.co.uk        +44 (0) 1489 899 033

/lmdarchitectural                       @lmd_architecture

MCIHort, MPGCA

NATURAL GARDENS

Gardening with Nature in Mind

Helping people to create and manage 
ecologically diverse gardens and 

landscapes

07789 293591
angela@natural-gardens.co.uk

www.natural-gardens.co.uk

WILDLIFE GARDENING

CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE

NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN

BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS

SPECIALIST PRUNING

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS WITH 

CAPITAL

BUSINESS FINANCE &
LOANS FOR:
• Cars 
• Commercial Vehicles
• Machinery
• Working Capital
• Invoice Discounting
• Property

LOCAL EXPERT 
ADVICE
For a quote or to arrange
a visit contact Guy on:

T:  0800 066 3677
M: 07789 719924
E:  GUY@FIRSTOAKCAPITAL.CO.UK
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West Meon Community Cinema
Our film this month is “The Great Escaper”, starring Michael Caine and Glenda Jackson 

(her last film) – two epic acting careers coming to an end hand in hand! In 2014, Bernie Jordan 
is sad to miss out on an official group outing to the D-Day anniversary in France. Encouraged 
by his wife Rene, he sneaks out from his care home and goes on one last big adventure to cross 
the Channel, whilst reminiscing about his wartime experiences.

We are scheduling two screenings on Friday 9th February at 2pm and 8pm:
2pm. Preceded by a two course home-cooked lunch at 12.30pm. Lunch and film £15. Film 

only £7 Please book lunch by Monday 5th February. Tickets (with menu details) available at 
West Meon Shop (cash only).

8pm. Bar open as usual from 7pm. Tickets £7 available from TicketSource, West Meon 
Shop (cash only) or on the door subject to availability (cash or card).

Any enquiries to Rosemarymorrish@icloud.com.                                    Rosemary Morrish
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Spring  
Show 

Where:
Meon Hall 
Pound Lane 
Meonstoke, SO32 NP. 

When:
Saturday 23rd March 2024 
13.30 - 16.00. 

Displays of:
Flowers, Vege, Cookery & Crafts. 

Products:
Plants 
Vegetables 
Fruit 
Home bakes 

For Schedule & entry forms for adults & children 
visit: 

WWW.DROXFORDWEB.CO.UK 
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West Meon Sports Club Pavilion

Hiring Charge £10 per hour

Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
kitchen. 50 place settings.

Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware for hire.

Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)

For further details for hiring and bookings please contact

Mary Edwards or email:01730 829689

maryandrory@btinternet.com
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West Meon Parish Council & Warnford Parish Meeting News

Salt Bins
A gentle reminder that WMPC and WCC have provided salt bins in West Meon. These are 

for use on public pavements and roads ONLY and not for personal use on private footpaths. 
If you notice that a salt bin is empty, please inform the Clerk by email.

Traffic speed in West Meon High Street
Though exceptional, the very nasty smash in the High Street prior to Christmas Day is a 

reminder to all that they should ensure they drive slowly in WM High Street and be aware of 
pedestrians.

Flooding in West Meon
The WM Flood Group is active and pursuing further measures to reduce flooding, especially 

at East End. Further information can be found via the Clerk or Councillor Robin Gedye.
 

Hampshire County Council Consultation on bus services
HCC propose to withdraw their subsidy from the 67 bus that serves West Meon between 

Petersfield and Winchester. They propose to withdraw support for ALL services excepting the 
morning and afternoon school bus. This would mean that the parish would lose any service 
during the late morning and early afternoon, thereby stopping use of the bus by Bus Pass holders 
and those wanting to travel to either Petersfield or Winchester or Alresford. If you value this 
service, please take part in the consultation on the HCC website at https://www.hants.gov.
uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/future-services-consultation and scroll down 
to Passenger Transport or write to Hugh Lumby (Hugh.Lumby@hants.gov.uk) our County 
Council member. The consultation closes on March 31st 20204. 

Winchester Hospital Consultation
Parishioners may have heard that there is a proposal to consult on a new hospital for 

Hampshire together with changes of service at Winchester Hospital, our nearest hospital. 
It is very important that parishioners look at the proposals, which will affect us all. You can 
find details at https://www.hampshiretogether.nhs.uk/ or at WM Community Shop. The 
consultation is long and detailed and you need to be aware of the implications. The booklet at 
the WM Community Shop is the Easy Read version and very helpful. This affects us all. Please 
do take part. The consultation closes on March 17th 2024.

New Play Equipment at WM Recreation Ground
After some years WMPC has completed its consultation (undertaken by a parishioner some 

two years ago at the start of the process) and review of the proposals for new play equipment at 
the Recreation Ground. A preferred bidder has been selected and more news will be forthcoming 
in February.
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West Meon, Warnford, Winchester City and Hampshire CC Contacts
West Meon Parish Council

Clerk to WMPC
Jo Tester 02392 632106
clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk 

Chair, WMPC 
Angie Trenchard

Vice Chair WMPC 
Mac Edwards,

Robin Gedye, WMPC

Graham Silk, WMPC

Allan Thomson, WMPC

Chris Waller, WMPC

West Meon Parish website
www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting

Mark Rogers, Chair
chairman@warnfordparish.co.uk 

Lucy Hutchinson, Clerk
warrnfordclerk@gmail.com

Warrnford Parish website
www.hugofox.com/community/warnford-
village.7802/about-us

Winchester and Hampshire County 
Councillors

Winchester City Councillors
Neil Bolton 01962 771256
nbolton@winchester.gov.uk

Jerry Pett 01489 877633
jpett@winchester.gov.uk

Hampshire County Councillor
Hugh Lumby 07738289912
Hugh.lumby@hants.gov.uk

Member of Parliament for Meon Valley
Flick Drummond 01962 679920
Flick.drummond.mp@parliament.uk

WMPC Contacts
Would parishioners note that contact with WMPC should be made through the Clerk via 

clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk This is to ensure that clear lines of communication are maintained.

Warnford Parish Meeting
Information relating to WPM can be found on its website which also has details of local 

facilities and services, village news and events. Please do sign up for Alerts so you will be informed 
of forthcoming events etc. The Chair has an email distribution for parishioners relating to 
Parish Meetings, details of planning applications in the parish (you can no longer get these 
via the website’s Alerts). If you would like to be added to the list then please email the Clerk.

Snowdrop Sundays
The Pariochal Church Council of Our Lady of Warnford invite visitors to Warnford Park 

2-5pm 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th February.
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Please contact us:  
 

T: 01962 735544  
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk 

 

Butler & Co Alresford Limited, 
The Dean, Alresford, SO24 9BH 

www.butler-co.co.uk 

• Full range of Accountancy, Taxation & 
Payroll services tailored to suit your 
needs 

          

• Licensed to provide non-contentious 
Probate services by the ICAEW 

 

• Inheritance Tax Planning     

• Tax Return & new CGT Residential 
Return help 

 

• Farming and Equine Specialists 
   

• Tax planning for furnished holiday  
accommodation 

• Auditing services available through 
Butler & Co Audit Limited 

The Alresford 
Accountants 
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West Meon Primary School
Owls have started their swimming lessons at Bedales and there will be more sporting 

opportunities coming up including our small schools’ football tournament and the girls’ football 
tournament, both run by Aspire. We have fulfilled the criteria for the gold sports award, so will 

be aiming towards the Platinum award again. 
We achieved the platinum award over the last 
two years and this year will include a study of 
our girls’ football club and team.

This week we also have artists spending 
the morning at Dunhurst and musicians are 
joining with the other small schools there later 
in February.

During our first week back Aaron Phipps, 
Paralympic wheelchair rugby player came 
back for a visit, his third to the school since 
2012. His messages were very motivational for 

the children and he showed them his gold medal and his 
trek up Mount Kilamanjaro on his knees! He is going to 
keep in touch and if successful in joining the GB team in 
September in Paris, he will do a video link with the school 
to update us on his progress.

Mrs Marriott will be returning from her maternity 
leave after Easter and we wish Mrs Sok good luck in her 
new job, as we were very lucky to have her excellent cover 
while Mrs Marriott was off.

Mrs Blogg also received an ‘outstanding’ for her final 
observation, and governors who come into observe in 
school regularly will be producing a termly newsletter to 
chart the great practice that they see across the school.

We still have a few places for Year R in September. 
Please look at our website to see all of the activities we offer. 

Julie Kelly, Headteacher
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Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery
OPENING TIMES Tuesday to Sunday. Curtis 10am–4.30pm. Allen 10.30–4pm.
ALLEN GALLERY EXHIBITION

Our inaugural Artist in Residence, the award-winning 
young Irish artist Camilla Hanney, presents her first full 
exhibition in the Gallery. She has provided a creative 
response to the outstanding collection of ceramics housed 
here. Camilla’s solo show invites new ways of viewing the 
Gallery’s Wedgwood porcelain collection as well as the 
history of the Gallery and garden, formerly the property of 
the Curtis family. Through the medium of clay, including 
a range of delicately constructed porcelain works, Camilla’s 
work explores fragility, nature and the cycle of life and 
death. Alongside works that are a playful reference to the 
figures captured in traditional porcelain ornaments, the 
show also highlights the work of William Curtis the botanist and his studies of the natural 
world. Saturday 3rd February - Sunday 4th March. FREE Supported by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund as part of our project, Rediscovering the Allen Gallery. 
TALKS

Hampshire Memorials by Tony Cross, former Curator at the Curtis and Allen. Thursday 
8th February at 7.30. FREE.

Margaret Macfarlane’s Legacy - The Allen Gallery collection of Ceramics. A talk by Jackie 
Breakspear. Thursday 14th March at 7.30. FREE
ACTIVITIES

To launch Inspire Days, our pottery programme for teens and young people, we are running 
a drop-in session of clay activities. Wednesday 14th and Friday 16th February. FREE 

Snowdrop Saturdays 10th and 17th February. Come and wander round our lovely, peaceful 
garden and view the galanthus flowers. For children there will be a New Trail round the Gallery 
and garden, with a creative activity at the end! Tuesday 6th - Friday 23rd February.

For further information of any of our events please email allen.gallery@hampshireculturaltrust.
org.uk or see the website 
CURTIS MUSEUM
FOUND AROUND ALTON

A new display of finds by a local Metal Detectorist (and volunteer) from the Alton area.  
This interesting selection ranges from Roman dress pins to medieval musket balls and coins, to 
a beautiful seal matrix. Some items are a puzzle - any help with these will be welcome. Upstairs 
in the Curtis till Easter. FREE
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

Museum by Torchlight - Tuesday 13th February. 5.30-7pm. Bring a torch and explore The 
Curtis Museum at night at our family-friendly event. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. £3 per child (adults free). Last entry 7pm but we will be open until 7.30pm. 

There will be a New Trail round the Museum starting on the 6th February.
                                                     Jill Line

Camilla Hanney: No20 Arts
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Diary Dates

Sundays 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th February Snowdrop Sundays 2 to 5pm Warnford Park.

Tuesday 6th February  West Meon Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm West Meon Village Hall.

Friday 9th February West Meon Community Cinema 2pm and 8pm West Meon Village 
Hall. The Great Escapers.

Monday 12th February WI 1.45pm West Meon Village Hall. The German Occupation of 
Guernsey talk by John Richards.

Wednesday 21st February 6.30 pm All Saints’ East Meon. Licensing of Fr Tony Forrest to 
all our benefices.

Thursday 21st March 6 for 6.45pm Meon Hall, Meonstoke. The Exploits of Three Remarkable 
Victorian Steam Yachts - talk by Kit Power.

Saturday 23rd March 1.30-4pm Meon Hall, 
Meonstoke. Meon Valley Garden Club Spring 
Show

Thursday 23rd May Warnford Parish 
Meeting AGM 7.30pm Village Hall.


